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Tea: Retail Survey 

1. Please enter your first and last name, as well as an email address if you are interested in 

a chance to win a gift card for completing the survey.

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Name 
 

100.0% 271

Email 

 
99.3% 269

  answered question 271

  skipped question 56

2. On average, how often does your family shop in Tea?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Daily 13.5% 44

Several times per week, but not 

daily
51.1% 167

One time per week 14.7% 48

Several times per month, but not 

every week
13.8% 45

One time per month 7.0% 23

  answered question 327

  skipped question 0
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3. How much does your family spend each month on total retail (and restaurant) 

purchases?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

$500 or less 59.8% 195

$501 - $1000 31.9% 104

$1,001 - $2000 6.7% 22

$2001 - $3000 1.5% 5

More than $3,000   0.0% 0

  answered question 326

  skipped question 1

4. On average, how would you describe the pricing for retail goods and services found in 

Tea?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

High 42.3% 138

Competitive 56.7% 185

Low 0.9% 3

  answered question 326

  skipped question 1
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5. What percentage of retail purchases does your family make outside of Tea?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Less than 10% 1.2% 4

11 - 20% 1.8% 6

21 - 30% 3.1% 10

31 - 40% 4.0% 13

41 - 50% 9.8% 32

More than 50% 80.1% 262

  answered question 327

  skipped question 0

6. What percentage of retail purchase does your family make on the internet?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Less than 10% 72.5% 237

11 – 20% 16.2% 53

21 – 30% 7.6% 25

31 – 40% 2.8% 9

41 – 50% 0.9% 3

More than 50%   0.0% 0

  answered question 327

  skipped question 0

Jenni
Text Box



Jenni
Text Box
Page 4



Page 5

8. Check the top 5 factors that influence your decision about where to do your retail 

shopping

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Attractiveness of shopping center 

or district
13.1% 43

Customer Service 41.0% 134

Boutique or specialty store 

availability
8.9% 29

Selection 76.8% 251

Competitive prices 92.4% 302

Convenient location 74.0% 242

Convenient shopping hours 55.4% 181

Many retail stores nearby 24.8% 81

Parking 11.3% 37

Restaurants and dining nearby 29.1% 95

Safety 8.0% 26

Other (please specify) 

 
9

  answered question 327

  skipped question 0

Jenni
Text Box



Page 6

Q8.  Check the top 5 factors that influence your decision about where to do your retail shopping

1 Price Mar 28, 2011 9:55 AM

2 Consistent Selection Mar 28, 2011 8:55 AM

3 Lighted, Safe and Clean Parking Area Mar 25, 2011 2:45 PM

4 quality Mar 25, 2011 1:44 PM

5 Unique places that are not found elesewhere Mar 25, 2011 11:02 AM

6 Who am I supporting when I buy this product? Mar 25, 2011 9:20 AM

7 one stop shopping Mar 24, 2011 9:53 PM

8 Drive Thru service Mar 24, 2011 7:08 PM

9 organic and gluten free foods Mar 24, 2011 6:27 PM
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12. Please mark the services that you are NOT aware that Tea has:

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Grocery Store 0.9% 1

Assisted Living 25.2% 27

Hardware Store   0.0% 0

Restaurants   0.0% 0

Hair Salon 0.9% 1

Bakery 9.3% 10

Tax Service 16.8% 18

Medical Services (Dentist, 

Optometrist, Chiropractor, Medical 

Clinic)

  0.0% 0

Law Service 47.7% 51

Bank/Insurance Service 3.7% 4

Fitness Center 5.6% 6

Veterinary Service 4.7% 5

Convenient Store 4.7% 5

Storage Unit 0.9% 1

Daycare   0.0% 0

Auto Repair 4.7% 5

Printing 55.1% 59

Realtor 6.5% 7

Car Wash 1.9% 2

Cabinetry, Window & Carpet 

Services
5.6% 6

Post Office 0.9% 1



 

 

 

 
Page 10 



 

 

 

 
Page 11 



Page 12  

17. Where do you obtain Tea Community news/information?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Tea Weekly 63.0% 201

City Website 30.7% 98

Facebook 10.0% 32

Tea Area School District 65.5% 209

TV 14.4% 46

Radio 5.6% 18

Other 15.7% 50

  answered question 319

  skipped question 8

18. How many people live in your household?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

1 1.5% 5

2 8.6% 28

3 18.5% 60

4 35.2% 114

5 or more 36.1% 117

  answered question 324

  skipped question 3
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19. What age group do your children belong; choose more than one if multiple children.

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

1 - 3 30.4% 96

4 - 7 52.2% 165

8 - 11 49.4% 156

12 - 15 28.8% 91

16 - 18 13.6% 43

No Children 7.0% 22

  answered question 316

  skipped question 11

20. If you have children, do they attend the Tea Area School District, if no where do they 

attend?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 77.9% 229

No 23.5% 69

Where? 

 
67

  answered question 294

  skipped question 33
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Q20.  If you have children, do they attend the Tea Area School District, if no where do they attend?

1 Sioux Falls May 22, 2011 9:33 PM

2 not in school yet May 5, 2011 3:57 AM

3 home schooled May 2, 2011 10:37 PM

4 to young May 2, 2011 10:18 PM

5 Daycare Apr 29, 2011 9:14 AM

6 Daycare Apr 26, 2011 9:12 AM

7 Sioux Falls Apr 17, 2011 1:45 PM

8 Elementary/Intermediate Apr 16, 2011 3:59 PM

9 not in school yet Apr 14, 2011 12:24 PM

10 Not old enough for school Apr 10, 2011 11:27 PM

11 n/a Apr 5, 2011 10:32 AM

12 Chancellor Apr 1, 2011 9:43 PM

13 too young Mar 30, 2011 2:32 PM

14 all adults Mar 29, 2011 10:17 PM

15 Tea Sprouts Preschool Mar 29, 2011 6:44 PM

16 Harrisburg (Explorer) Mar 29, 2011 7:38 AM

17 elementary school Mar 28, 2011 10:31 PM

18 OG Mar 28, 2011 4:06 PM

19 siiux falls Mar 28, 2011 11:03 AM

20 Lennox Mar 27, 2011 10:38 PM

21 Not in school yet Mar 26, 2011 5:40 PM

22 not in shcool yet Mar 25, 2011 7:18 PM

23 Sioux Falls Mar 25, 2011 3:40 PM

24 Grandchildren go here Mar 25, 2011 2:45 PM

25 Tea Sprouts Pre School Mar 25, 2011 2:03 PM

26 Sioux Falls Mar 25, 2011 1:27 PM

27 not in school yet Mar 25, 2011 11:53 AM

28 sioux falls Mar 25, 2011 11:48 AM

29 Not in School yet Mar 25, 2011 11:34 AM
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Q20.  If you have children, do they attend the Tea Area School District, if no where do they attend?

30 SF Mar 25, 2011 11:09 AM

31 Sioux Falls School District Mar 25, 2011 11:02 AM

32 Viborg Mar 25, 2011 10:57 AM

33 Oscar Howe Elementary School, Sioux Falls Mar 25, 2011 10:42 AM

34 Lennox Mar 25, 2011 9:32 AM

35 Home Schooled Mar 25, 2011 9:20 AM

36 they are open enrolled to Sioux Falls public Mar 25, 2011 9:11 AM

37 Sioux Falls Mar 25, 2011 8:55 AM

38 Eugene Field Elementary Mar 25, 2011 8:43 AM

39 Sioux Falls Mar 25, 2011 8:38 AM

40 Lennox Mar 25, 2011 8:31 AM

41 harrisburg Mar 25, 2011 8:28 AM

42 tri-valley Mar 25, 2011 8:21 AM

43 Parker School Mar 25, 2011 8:05 AM

44 Sioux Falls Mar 25, 2011 7:52 AM

45 High School Mar 25, 2011 7:08 AM

46 Christian Center Elem Mar 25, 2011 6:57 AM

47 lennox..soon sf for one Mar 25, 2011 6:24 AM

48 James Valley Christian Mar 25, 2011 6:12 AM

49 St. Michaels, Pettigrew Mar 24, 2011 11:13 PM

50 St. Katharine Drexel Mar 24, 2011 10:17 PM

51 sioux falls Mar 24, 2011 10:08 PM

52 not in school yet Mar 24, 2011 10:04 PM

53 sioux falls Mar 24, 2011 9:48 PM

54 Not of school age yet. Mar 24, 2011 9:47 PM

55 Sioux Falls Christian Mar 24, 2011 9:25 PM

56 jfk Mar 24, 2011 9:21 PM

57 Sioux Falls Mar 24, 2011 9:19 PM

58 West Lyon Mar 24, 2011 8:49 PM
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Q20.  If you have children, do they attend the Tea Area School District, if no where do they attend?

59 Homeschool Mar 24, 2011 8:08 PM

60 both tea and home school Mar 24, 2011 7:24 PM

61 Christian Center School, Sioux Falls Mar 24, 2011 7:08 PM

62 sf. pettigrew school Mar 24, 2011 6:29 PM

63 2 attend Tea. 1 homeschooled Mar 24, 2011 6:27 PM

64 Discovery Elementary Mar 24, 2011 6:18 PM

65 Lincoln H.S. in Sioux Falls Mar 24, 2011 4:48 PM

66 Apple Tree in Sioux Falls - turning 4 in April Mar 24, 2011 1:53 PM

67 homeschool this year Mar 24, 2011 1:52 PM
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Q22.  What activities would you like to see Tea Parks and Rec offer that they currently do not offer for children or
adults?

1 Transportation to Wild Water West for older kids. Bigger swimming pool for all. May 22, 2011 9:33 PM

2 Swim team Apr 27, 2011 11:27 AM

3 Volleyball for grades 3 and up. Apr 23, 2011 9:30 AM

4 Swim Team Apr 17, 2011 1:45 PM

5 GREAT PARK AND REC PROGRAM...swimming lessons???? Apr 16, 2011 3:59 PM

6 ecologically balanced nature preserve > 40 acres interconnect the ball diamonds
wtih a bike trail to the housing developments south of Tea and loop to connect
with Tea

Apr 16, 2011 2:11 PM

7 Walking trails Apr 13, 2011 3:22 PM

8 tennis Apr 5, 2011 10:32 AM

9 Hockey Apr 4, 2011 10:58 AM

10 A playgroup or other activities for young children such as the SF Parks & Rec
currently offer at the community centers.

Apr 2, 2011 12:07 PM

11 Swimming Lessons Mar 31, 2011 7:26 PM

12 Zumba Mar 31, 2011 3:08 PM

13 Kickball, Tennis Mar 31, 2011 12:31 PM

14 A location and toys for a weekly, daytime, aged 0-5 playgroup, similar to the
Sioux Falls Parks and Rec Playgroups. I think this would really help us meet
some people from Tea. I would also love to see some Art/Music classes offered.
They are also a type of recreation.

Mar 30, 2011 2:32 PM

15 Bigger swimming pool that's deeper than 4ft Mar 30, 2011 11:34 AM

16 tennis courts Mar 29, 2011 10:17 PM

17 Adult classes - tennis - yoga classes - dance classes Mar 29, 2011 7:15 PM

18 Soccer Swimming Mar 29, 2011 6:44 PM

19 Softball or baseball for rec teams-men's & women's Mar 29, 2011 5:10 PM

20 child is too young to participate presently.  But if she was. Possibly soccer Mar 29, 2011 9:10 AM

21 more competitve basketball and open gyms Mar 28, 2011 11:18 PM

22 Mens basketball league Mar 28, 2011 10:31 PM

23 city league sports like basketball, softball. Mar 28, 2011 10:18 PM

24 Community center for more indoor activities Mar 28, 2011 7:13 PM

25 Golf, art classes Mar 28, 2011 5:21 PM
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Q22.  What activities would you like to see Tea Parks and Rec offer that they currently do not offer for children or
adults?

26 Nothing Mar 28, 2011 4:06 PM

27 none Mar 28, 2011 3:28 PM

28 Volleyball. Golfing Mar 28, 2011 1:07 PM

29 Adult Basketball League Mar 28, 2011 10:47 AM

30 Adult Soft Ball  Adult Kick Ball Mar 28, 2011 9:55 AM

31 They do a fantasic job!!!! Maybe golf - we have to go to Sioux Falls for this. Mar 28, 2011 9:47 AM

32 adult kickball Mar 28, 2011 9:36 AM

33 Would really like to see as much emphasis on baseball as there is on soccer. Mar 28, 2011 9:20 AM

34 have plenty now Mar 28, 2011 8:53 AM

35 archery Mar 28, 2011 7:36 AM

36 Offer more traveling team options for basketball teams Mar 27, 2011 9:11 PM

37 Golf Mar 27, 2011 6:22 PM

38 volleyball Mar 27, 2011 9:02 AM

39 gymnastics Mar 26, 2011 12:46 PM

40 dance Mar 26, 2011 10:06 AM

41 volleyball for kids, maybe starting 4th or 5th grade. cheer and/or dance Mar 26, 2011 9:46 AM

42 Volleyball and tennis Mar 26, 2011 9:39 AM

43 Very good organization.  I think they should be deemed non profit.  The leaders
put in an enormous amount of unpaid time and are very under appreciated.

Mar 26, 2011 9:25 AM

44 Adult dance classes. Mar 26, 2011 1:27 AM

45 Adult Softball - Men's League Mar 25, 2011 9:20 PM

46 Soccer, Football, Basketball, Baseball Mar 25, 2011 3:46 PM

47 Dance clases and cheerleading Mar 25, 2011 3:27 PM

48 volleyball for kids Mar 25, 2011 3:24 PM

49 Tea Park and Rec needs a lot of help!  Very poorly run. Mar 25, 2011 2:23 PM

50 adult volleyball and adult bb for women!!! Mar 25, 2011 1:51 PM

51 Adult Kick Ball league Mar 25, 2011 1:44 PM

52 Volleybal for 6 grade and younger younger track and field Mar 25, 2011 12:37 PM

53 TEEN DANCES Mar 25, 2011 12:18 PM
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Q22.  What activities would you like to see Tea Parks and Rec offer that they currently do not offer for children or
adults?

54 none, they offer A lot!! Mar 25, 2011 11:34 AM

55 Things like Sioux Falls Parks and Rec does...Free indoor as well as outdoor
carnivals, playgroups for young children as well as group activities for older
children with certain interests, day trips, anything fun and unique and cost
effective really would be GREAT!

Mar 25, 2011 11:02 AM

56 Community sport or Fun days at designated school gymns would be fun to see
what kids are interested in and promote Tea Park and Rec.

Mar 25, 2011 10:51 AM

57 swim team Mar 25, 2011 9:49 AM

58 Adult softball league Mar 25, 2011 9:43 AM

59 adult basketball leagues Mar 25, 2011 9:43 AM

60 competitive softball Mar 25, 2011 9:42 AM

61 kickball- adults Mar 25, 2011 9:11 AM

62 I think the Park & Rec system offers enough activities and overall has been a
great program.The programs biggest downfall is the lack of facilities. (baseball
fields/football fields/basketball courts)

Mar 25, 2011 8:59 AM

63 Adult Soccer Adult Flag Football Mar 25, 2011 8:55 AM

64 tennis Mar 25, 2011 8:47 AM

65 Play other towns!I I don't want my next year 5th grader spending the whole
season playing 3rd and 4th graders. More gym time set up to teach each age
group fundamentals of basketball

Mar 25, 2011 8:47 AM

66 Classes for parents to learn how to be good fans. Mar 25, 2011 8:44 AM

67 Summer reading program at the library Mar 25, 2011 8:44 AM

68 volleyball, gymnastics Mar 25, 2011 8:35 AM

69 I am very pleased with Tea Parks and Rec! Mar 25, 2011 8:21 AM

70 golf program Mar 25, 2011 8:09 AM

71 Adult Softball League Mar 25, 2011 7:52 AM

72 Swimming.  day camps. Mar 25, 2011 7:48 AM

73 theater, acting, singing Mar 25, 2011 7:18 AM

74 None, we can't get enough practice time the way it is. Mar 25, 2011 7:14 AM

75 Cheer Zumba for adults Mar 25, 2011 6:57 AM

76 Hockey Mar 25, 2011 6:24 AM

77 adult basketball Mar 24, 2011 11:16 PM
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Q22.  What activities would you like to see Tea Parks and Rec offer that they currently do not offer for children or
adults?

78 More adult orientated sporting leagues.   Softball, volleyball, football Mar 24, 2011 10:41 PM

79 Softball teams for tea, T-ball Mar 24, 2011 9:59 PM

80 hockey for children Mar 24, 2011 9:53 PM

81 I would like the soccer for the 4-5 year olds have boys and girls in a seperate
league.

Mar 24, 2011 9:47 PM

82 Adult co-ed softball league or mens softball league Mar 24, 2011 9:38 PM

83 Children s plays Art in the park Crafts and stuff Mar 24, 2011 9:25 PM

84 soccer and possibly tball Mar 24, 2011 9:21 PM

85 swimming lessons (not sure if these are already available; although I'd prefer
indoor swimming lessons & not sure if there is anywhere available in Tea where
these can take place)

Mar 24, 2011 9:19 PM

86 Girls Volleyball, Girl sports in general. Most everything is geared towards the
boys. Even the school district is sexist! No sports for girls until 7th grade ... yet
the boys can participate in basketball or football.

Mar 24, 2011 8:59 PM

87 Ice skating rink/pond Outdoor shooting range Mar 24, 2011 8:51 PM

88 kickball, dodgeball Mar 24, 2011 8:49 PM

89 Adult Volleyball Summer and Winter league; Adult Basketball league; dance
classes such as Zumba, Salsa, hip-hop, Yoga classes, etc.;

Mar 24, 2011 8:44 PM

90 Kickball Mar 24, 2011 8:08 PM

91 Spring or Fall Tennis Mar 24, 2011 7:50 PM

92 adult kickball, old fashioned kid games event (three-legged race, gunny sack
races, etc.), more 3K, 5K, half marathon races, triathlons, bowling

Mar 24, 2011 7:39 PM

93 Volleyball Mar 24, 2011 7:39 PM

94 adult leagues Mar 24, 2011 7:33 PM

95 better organized Mar 24, 2011 7:24 PM

96 rec basketball for youth Mar 24, 2011 7:24 PM

97 Adult softball league Mar 24, 2011 7:23 PM

98 tennis    volleyball Mar 24, 2011 7:07 PM

99 Flag Football Dodgeball League Mens Basketball Mar 24, 2011 7:01 PM

100 Archery, more tennis, fencing Mar 24, 2011 7:00 PM

101 Dance, cheerleading, gymnastics Mar 24, 2011 6:58 PM
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Q22.  What activities would you like to see Tea Parks and Rec offer that they currently do not offer for children or
adults?

102 I think it would be nice to have summer activites like when I was a kid...bussing
to Wild Water West.. mornings playing games like kick ball...

Mar 24, 2011 6:57 PM

103 kickball for adults Mar 24, 2011 6:52 PM

104 Adult Coed Softball. More adult coed sports Mar 24, 2011 6:50 PM

105 Adult basketball scrimmages Mar 24, 2011 6:47 PM

106 More skill building for kids' sports; adult tennis league Mar 24, 2011 6:31 PM

107 Cant think of anything- would like to be able to choose what sports you want to
get emails about. They send a lot of emails that I dont care about. Not a fan of
some of the things park & does. Need new blood in the organization. Many are
starting to go to other towns.

Mar 24, 2011 6:30 PM

108 Basketball camp vs league games only Mar 24, 2011 6:29 PM

109 adult kickball Mar 24, 2011 6:29 PM

110 Tai Chi or Yoga Mar 24, 2011 6:27 PM

111 Hockey Mar 24, 2011 6:18 PM

112 They have about everything Mar 24, 2011 5:58 PM

113 running club Mar 24, 2011 2:35 PM

114 gymnastics, volleyball for kids, basketball in the summer Mar 24, 2011 1:52 PM

115 ?  Volleyball ? Mar 24, 2011 1:27 PM

116 Hockey/Ice Skating Mar 24, 2011 1:15 PM

117 More adult sports leagues, such as volleyball or softball. Maybe you already
have these, but they don't seem very visible.

Mar 24, 2011 1:01 PM

118 Tennis lessons for adults Open swim for adults only Mar 24, 2011 12:22 PM

119 adult fitness classes like aerobics or zumba year round Mar 24, 2011 12:14 PM
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23. What attracts you to participate in Tea Park and Rec activities?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Convenience of playing in Tea 85.1% 228

Classmates/friends play in league 66.8% 179

Relative or friend lives in Tea 5.6% 15

Low cost 44.4% 119

Quality Programs 41.4% 111

  answered question 268

  skipped question 59

24. What is your highest level of education? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

High school diploma or less 6.4% 21

Some college, no degree 16.6% 54

Associate or technical degree 26.1% 85

Bachelor’s degree 39.3% 128

Graduate or professional degree 11.7% 38

  answered question 326

  skipped question 1
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25. To what age group do you belong?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

21 – 30 16.3% 53

31 – 40 53.2% 173

41 – 50 24.3% 79

51 – 60 4.9% 16

61 – 70 0.6% 2

71 and over 0.6% 2

  answered question 325

  skipped question 2

26. What is your annual household income? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Below $35,000 5.8% 17

$35,000 to $50,000 9.6% 28

$50,000 to $65,000 12.7% 37

$65,000 to $80,000 24.3% 71

$80,000 to $95,000 16.8% 49

$95,000 to $110,000 12.3% 36

$110,000 to $125,000 7.5% 22

$125,000 to $140,000 5.1% 15

Above $140,000 5.8% 17

  answered question 292

  skipped question 35
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27. What is your gender?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Female 66.9% 216

Male 33.1% 107

  answered question 323

  skipped question 4

28. Comments:

 
Response 

Count

  58

  answered question 58

  skipped question 269
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Q28.  Comments:

1 Although I appreciate the convenience of being able to shop in Tea, I cringe at
the prices of some of our local vendors.  For example, Sunshine Foods...I do
spend $100-$200/month @ Sunshine, but I would spend much more if the prices
were more competitive and fresher.  Also, it seems that businesses that should
have no trouble succeeding in Tea (considering the population of young families)
such as video stores/coffee shops/restaurants/gyms struggle to
survive...Because much of Tea's population works in Sioux Falls, they shop
there as well.  I would love to see more variety in town...addt'l coffee shop,
restaurants, etc, but opening such businesses poses a great risk for any
investor/small business owner.

Apr 29, 2011 9:14 AM

2 Why is Tea not developing/growing when all the surrounding communities ARE?
This is very disappointing!  Tea needs to clean up and start looking like a
charming, family friendly community instead of an industrial park.

Apr 27, 2011 11:27 AM

3 I think it would be very beneficial for our children if Tea had a community center. Apr 17, 2011 1:45 PM

4 Incentivize the new drive inn theater to be located strategically off the interstate
to get traffic thru Tea.

Apr 16, 2011 2:11 PM

5 We need a Taco Johns, or Taco Bell.  Not McDonald's or any other burger joint,
unless it was Burger Time.

Mar 31, 2011 7:26 PM

6 I would love it if the local grocery and hardware store were more competitive with
Hy-Vee and Menards or Ace Hardware.

Mar 31, 2011 10:41 AM

7 I would really love to not have to run to Sioux Falls for most of my shopping. If
retail/restaurants were brought to Tea that had competitive prices, we would
shop here all the time. I think it would be great if Tea became more of a self-
sustaining community and did not have to rely on Sioux Falls for so much. I think
more businesses would draw more people to Tea as well.

Mar 30, 2011 2:32 PM

8 I wonder why my friend who lives in Tea e-mailed this to me. Mar 29, 2011 10:17 PM

9 the retailers that are here need to cater to the residents in tea. Not charge them
more becuse most residents wark in siuox falls. So if i'm going there and gas is
cheaper i will buy it there. thanks

Mar 29, 2011 7:05 PM

10 We love tea Mar 29, 2011 6:44 PM

11 Owning a business & living in Tea, I would really like to do as much business in
town as possible to support all the merchants. But when cost is such a huge
difference b/t here & SF, sometimes it's a must to go to SF for some services.
What we'd really like most is more lunch options in Tea for a good meal.

Mar 29, 2011 5:10 PM

12 Would like to see more staff at the Avera Clinic so it would be esaier to get in
when sick.

Mar 29, 2011 1:06 PM

13 Would love to see more shopping options in Tea and see more people shop in
town.

Mar 29, 2011 12:08 PM

14 my daughter attends daycare in Tea.  I like that it is close to Sioux Falls, but has
more reasonable prices and like that Tea has convenient locations for gas
station, grocery and pizza for those last minute items on my way home.

Mar 29, 2011 9:10 AM

15 Tea is a great place to live and raise my children Mar 28, 2011 10:31 PM
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Q28.  Comments:

16 A place to hold kids birthday parties like a Bowling Alley with an arcade and
restaraunt attached.

Mar 28, 2011 3:28 PM

17 I would like to see the pool offer better quality swimming lessons. They are fine
for little kids, but after that it drops off. We have to go else where for lessons.

Mar 28, 2011 9:47 AM

18 My son played basketball in Harrisburg the last two years because park and rec
waited too long before deciding what they were doing with basketball.  Also, with
baseball, Tea starts at least a month later for practices than other area towns.

Mar 28, 2011 9:20 AM

19 Like the improved way of auto payment for our water bill Mar 27, 2011 9:11 PM

20 We moved to Tea 4 years ago because of the growth prospect.  We are very
disappointed in the Tea Planning District and their lack of bringing businesses to
Tea and assisting in the professional development of the community.  Tea has a
LONG way to go! :-(

Mar 27, 2011 8:42 PM

21 The prices in Tea (particularly the grocery store) are much to high for us to do all
our shopping there.  We use the grocery store and hard ware store for quick trip
items that are needed right away.    Please do not release my information to third
parties

Mar 27, 2011 8:28 PM

22 people in tea need to use tea businesses Mar 26, 2011 10:06 AM

23 Tea is a wonderful community to live in and a great place to raise a family.  I
suggest it highly to friends and relatives.

Mar 26, 2011 9:25 AM

24 There are several problems with Tea. One is most of the town is built in a
swamp. Second is the taxes, a big city wanna be, overspending killed the town,
A lot of the people who live in the Tea Area School district wouls love to get out
due to high taxes but cant sell their house to anyone because of the high taxes.
The town is dead.

Mar 25, 2011 4:00 PM

25 Prices seem to be a little higher, however I dont mind paying a little extra for the
convenience of staying close to home.

Mar 25, 2011 3:55 PM

26 We LOVE Tea, came from New Jersey 3 yr. ago and Love the smallness of this
area.

Mar 25, 2011 2:45 PM

27 I think Tea has great potential but everyone is so afraid a business won't survive
because we are so close to SF. If you put the right business with the right retail
in, it will survive. Most small town people like to shop in a small town!

Mar 25, 2011 2:35 PM

28 Tea is a nice small town right next door to a medium sized city.  I do not know if
Tea has the population to support any type of major retail.  I have a feeling the
retail prices would not be competitive with prices in Sioux Falls.  I don't believe
people from Sioux Falls will come to Tea to shop for clothes or sporting goods.
Instead of focusing on retail, I think the city should be focusing on how to
improve on what they already have.  For example, the city park is great but let's
add to it by creating a bike/walking trail that goes around/through the city.  I'm
sure something like that is expensive to construct and maintain, but the idea is to
improve upon what we have.  One thing that might be nice is something indoors
for kids (younger and older) to do all year around.  Let's face it, there isn't much
to do in Tea...especially in the winter.

Mar 25, 2011 2:03 PM
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Q28.  Comments:

29 GREAT idea and way to be to get feedback and care what your community
would like to see!

Mar 25, 2011 11:02 AM

30 The improvemnt to the Tea/Ellis and the sports complex will make a huge
difference in the City. You are on the right track.

Mar 25, 2011 9:20 AM

31 I would like to see at least one fast food restaurant in Tea with a drive thru.  I
think if we had that, we would get business from surrounding communities and
with sporting events, it would stay busy.

Mar 25, 2011 9:18 AM

32 The city needs a better pool.  They are losing kids to Wild Water West once they
become pre-teens.

Mar 25, 2011 9:13 AM

33 Tea needs to attract more businesses to increase our tax base. Mar 25, 2011 8:44 AM

34 Our family loves Tea. I do a lot more shopping here now due to increased gas
prices, but there is just not enough variety so we do end up going to S.F more
often than I would like.  We are excited to see TTea grow to the point where
going to Sioux Falls would be for Sunday drives.

Mar 25, 2011 8:35 AM

35 B&G was an excellent addition to Tea! Mar 25, 2011 8:21 AM

36 Prices need to be more competitvie in order for me to do more shopping in Tea. Mar 25, 2011 7:08 AM

37 Need Better education and coaching of sports....children with higher athletic
ability seem to not be getting the proper teaching and coaching they
deserve...coaches should at least have played for years...have some sort pd
degree. Etc to be a coach..know how the game is played and what consists of
it...

Mar 25, 2011 6:24 AM

38 The reason no one spends money here is that there is no competition amongst
businesses.  Each different type of business there is generally only one.  So it is
much cheaper to drive to Sioux Falls to get your groceries or hardware or
whatever else you need.     What ever happened with that drive in theater?   With
the amount of people that drive to Luverne to goto the drive in, that would bring a
LARGE amount of revenue to Tea.

Mar 24, 2011 10:41 PM

39 As a local business person in Tea we need to focous on promoting the
importance of shopping local and growing the retail and services that Tea
already offers.  As you look at the list of services that are already offered in Tea
many of the basic serices are already located in town.  The addition of so larger
chain type businesses will only make it harder for the current businesses to
thrive.  I am not in any way against competition but with the proximity of Sioux
Falls we are already faced a lot of competition since a large amount of our
community works in Sioux Falls they do a lot of their shopping in town.  I think by
focousing on bringing in jobs in manufacturing that would help many of the
excisting retailers/restraunts in town.  Please feel free to call or stop by the True
Value in town if you have further questions.  Thanks Jason Melcher

Mar 24, 2011 10:22 PM

40 Keep up infrastructure, keep developing bike trails. Mar 24, 2011 8:49 PM

41 I think if we had a large corporation that could employ hundreds of people (like a
credit card bank or some sort of factory) Tea would more easily sustain itsself

Mar 24, 2011 8:29 PM

42 GREAT questions!! Mar 24, 2011 7:50 PM
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43 tea park and rec guys need to get a clue Mar 24, 2011 7:43 PM

44 basically there are 2 hardware stores that i am aware of-Carhart Lumber and
True Value. Carhart Lumber isn't open on saturdays, a time when most do-it-
yourselfers are going to be working on projects, and true value's prices are much
higher than Menards or Home Depots. For a town that is growing and has many
projects going on, we need a store that has competitive prices and is open on
the weekends. also, Tea could use some family fun focused businesses (bowling
especially)

Mar 24, 2011 7:39 PM

45 We chose Parker for baseball because it seemed if you were not the coaches
child or a good friend of the coaches child that you jsut either didnt play or would
play outfield.  Once he played for Parker he was able to have many more
opportunities.  In fact he was able to pitch, and did very well.  It should not be
who you know or are friends with, it should be how well you play.

Mar 24, 2011 7:36 PM

46 tea Park and rec very poorly ran and managed, political and not organized..alot
of things going on behind backs

Mar 24, 2011 7:33 PM

47 Tea needs to maket more to the industrial park area.  We also need to pull in (or
retain) a call center or other upper wage business.  We seriously need higher
paying jobs in Tea to help support the business that are currently in Tea & those
new business' s to come.

Mar 24, 2011 7:03 PM

48 Tea is "good" place to live, not great. School system is still in its infancy and has
a lot to learn. Not happy with some of their decisions and we as a town need
something to juice it up a little. Teapot Days doesnt cut it anymore, we need
more.  no new ideas are ever taken into consideration. I grew up in a small town
and we need better leadership.

Mar 24, 2011 7:01 PM

49 My son says he wants an arcade in Tea :) Mar 24, 2011 7:00 PM

50 Would shop a Sunshine more if there was more selection and a little more
competitive pricing.

Mar 24, 2011 6:43 PM

51 I would love to meet more people in Tea. What about social mixers or more
school events that encourage families to socialize?

Mar 24, 2011 6:31 PM

52 We've lived here less than a year, so we are still learning about this community. Mar 24, 2011 6:27 PM

53 Tea needs better zoning -- people live right next to retail establishments. The
speed limit is ridiculous at 25 mph, and the business district is laughable. I may
live in Tea, but I rely on Sioux Falls for everything else. City utilities and all other
purchases are expensive, plus there's always disruptive seemingly negligible
advantages to driving to and from Sioux Falls daily.

Mar 24, 2011 4:48 PM

54 It would be nice to see a few of the things listed above. We shop as much as we
can in town and would do more if we can with more variety in town. What we
could use is something like a Taco Johns so we have something other than
Subway for something quik to pickup and eat.

Mar 24, 2011 4:34 PM

55 Rather than focusing on what businesses Tea needs, you should be focusing on
getting  people and the city to solicit local business more frequently.  Otherwise
no other businesses will come here and stay anyway.

Mar 24, 2011 1:15 PM

56 I work partime in Tea so not a real good reference for you. Mar 24, 2011 12:35 PM
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57 The Tea pool is not large enough for our town, it is always over crowded with
daycare kids and no place for the kids to really swim. Prefer swim lessons be
held later in evening so can attend after working in SF all day. 5 pm is not
realistic for working parents. Thank you to the maintenace men for keeping our
streets plowed this winter, they did an amazing job. Tea Weekly is doing a great
job highlighting businesses around town every week also.

Mar 24, 2011 12:14 PM

58 more sporting goods available at the hardware store; more competitive grocery
prices

Mar 24, 2011 12:08 PM
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