ORDINANCE NO.    181__ 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11, SECTION 11.11, LANDSCAPING STANDARDS, OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS OF THE CITY OF TEA, LINCOLN COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF TEA, LINCOLN COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1.  That Section 11.11, Landscaping Standards, of the Tea Zoning Regulations is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows:
11.11 Landscaping Standards
It is the desire of the City of Tea to encourage development which is environmentally sensitive, socially responsive, as well as aesthetically pleasing.  To assist in these objectives, a minimum standard for a landscaped setback is prescribed, and landscape features are implemented to minimize the adverse effects commonly incidental to higher density residential, commercial and industrial property improvements. Under no circumstances is the use of artificial plantings acceptable to meet the requirements of this ordinance.

A.   Required landscaping of front yard setbacks:  At least 90 percent of the required front yard setback in any zoning district shall be landscaped and maintained with living ground cover.  The required setback may include necessary hard surfacing of driveways to reach allowable parking, loading or stacking areas.  Poured or laid asphalt, concrete or similar hard surfacing shall not be used as allowable landscape material.  Landscape areas must be capable of providing a substantially full expanse of foliage within three years after planting.  

B.   Trees:  Valuing the benefits provided from the use of trees in reducing heat, pollution, and the loss of habitat resulting from the use of expansive areas of hard surfacing for parking purposes, the following standards regarding trees shall be met and maintained:  

1.
Total number of trees required:  Trees shall be required at the rate of one tree per 50 feet of frontage or one tree per six parking, loading and stacking spaces provided on the site, whichever is greater.  Where fractional trees result, the number of required trees shall be rounded to the nearest whole number.

  

Exception:  If parking facilities or building can utilize zero setbacks, one tree per 50 feet of frontage shall be provided within the right-of-way subject to approval by the city engineer.  

2.
Placement according to type and percentage allowed: 

Deciduous shade tree--May be utilized for 100 percent of the total tree requirement.  Only deciduous shade trees may be utilized for required interior trees or optional right-of-way planting, and no more than 20 percent of the total tree requirement may be planted in the right-of-way area.  

Deciduous ornamental and evergreen or coniferous trees --Up to 25 percent of the required trees may be deciduous ornamental, evergreen or coniferous trees; however, they shall not be planted in a driveway or intersection safety zone nor utilized for parking lot interior trees or right-of-way plantings. 

3.
Interior tree requirements:  When unenclosed interior parking spaces are provided on the site, one tree shall be required for every 18 interior parking spaces.  Every interior tree shall be located in a planting island entirely within the hard-surfaced area utilized for parking and maneuvering purposes.  Said islands shall have dimensions of at least five feet wide and contain a minimum of 36 square feet per tree.  Planting islands shall utilize raised curbs or wheelstops necessary to prevent damage from vehicles.  

4.
Existing tree bonus:  The city encourages preservation of any existing trees on a site which are in good condition and at least one- and three-quarter-inch caliper in size.  Such trees may be counted as part of the required number of trees on a site.  A credit of two trees toward the number of required trees shall be given for each existing tree on a site that is of an acceptable species which is over ten-inch caliper in size.  This credit, however, may not be applied in reducing the number of required interior trees. 

5.
Unlawful cutting of trees or shrubs:  No person may top, severely trim, destroy, or remove any trees, shrubs, or other vegetation in any area where such trees or shrubs are required to be placed under this code.  Target pruning of trees shall not exceed 25 percent of the canopy height.  

6.
Tree and shrubbery replacement:  Any required trees or shrubs that are removed shall be replaced with similar plant material size and type in accordance with the standards of this code or permits issued under this code.  Any required mature deciduous tree which has been removed shall be replaced with a similar plant type with a two and one-half inch minimum caliper size.  Any required mature evergreen or coniferous tree shall be replaced with a similar type tree with a minimum height of six feet.  Any required mature shrubbery which is removed shall be replaced with a similar plant type that has a three gallon minimum pot size.  

C.   Parking lot buffer areas:  A setback area of at least five feet shall be provided between the parking surface and property line where a parking lot abuts neighboring residentially used property.  

Exception:  Where a screen fence or wall is provided, the required setback may be reduced to two feet.  

D. Parking lot screening:  A fence, wall, berm, or shrubbery four feet in height and of a character necessary for adequate screening of a parking lot from adjacent residentially used property shall be provided.  Where the residentially used property is across the right-of-way from a parking area, screening shall be provided in all cases except when the right-of-way is an arterial street. 
Berms or other landscaping techniques may be used for all or part of the screening requirement and may be incorporated into a required landscape setback area.  Berms shall have a maximum grade of three feet horizontal to one foot vertical and shall be sodded or planted with other acceptable living ground cover.

E.   Screening dumpsters:  All outside dumpsters or other garbage receptacles on the site shall be screened by an opaque fence or wall a minimum of six feet in height.  

F.   Installation requirements:  A minimum of one tree per 50 feet of street frontage shall be planted in the required front yard setback.  Trees shall be located no closer than two feet to any curb or hard-surfaced area, and all landscape materials required by this section shall be installed in accordance with accepted industry standards.  Minimum planting sizes of landscape materials to meet the requirements of this ordinance are as follows: 

1.
Hedges:  If hedges are utilized for the required screening of a parking lot, plantings shall be a minimum of 18 inches above ground level and of a species that is normally capable of reaching a height of four feet within three years.  Spacing shall be 18 to 36 inches apart, depending upon species.  

2.
Ground covers and shrubs:  If ground covers or shrubs are utilized in areas required to be landscaped, plantings shall be a minimum two to five gallon pot size and be spaced no more than four feet on center depending upon species.  

3.
Deciduous shade tree:  A minimum of one and three-quarters inch caliper measured at a point six inches above immediate ground level and normally capable of reaching a height of 30 feet or more at maturity.  

4.
Deciduous ornamental tree:  A minimum of one and one-fourth inch caliper measured at a point six inches above immediate ground level normally growing to a height of less than 30 feet at maturity.  

5.
Evergreen or coniferous tree:  A minimum height of five feet measured above immediate ground.  

G. Maintenance:  The use of in-ground sprinkler systems is encouraged, and at a minimum, water services shall be conveniently located to provide a permanent and easily accessible means of watering.  Property owners shall be ultimately responsible for the proper maintenance of all required landscape materials, and any dead or substantially damaged landscape materials shall be replaced. 
H.  Lighting Standards:  When property is adjacent to or within 150 feet of residentially used or 
zoned property, the following lighting standards apply:

1. The maximum light level shall be no greater than three (3) foot candles field measured at the property line (ground level).

2. The maximum height of light luminaries shall be 25 feet above the ground.

3. Canopy luminaries and other on-site lighting with luminaries greater than 2000 lumens shall include a 90-degree cut-off type, deflector, refractor, or forward throw light fixture.
4. The maximum number of canopy luminaries shall be determined by the following industry standard:

Canopy length (in feet) x canopy width (in feet) x 3 = Maximum No. of 





Luminaries Lamp wattage

All other light luminaries shall have a maximum height of 38 feet above the ground. Submittal of photometric plans shall be required with all site plan checks for building projects on property with lighted parking lots or lighted canopies.
The following structures or uses are exempt from these lighting standards: public recreation facilities, parks, pedestrian walkways, illuminated flags or statues, airport runways, telecommunication towers, broadcast towers, and historic period lighting.
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